Description
rail “Gorge of Platania” offers a unique experience for
the excursionist as it combines the wildness of the Cretan
mountains with the rich flora and fauna of the island. It is
track

the track is even suitable for children with appropriate

physical condition. The part of the track that contains the

crossing of the gorge is quite dangerous for someone not

experienced in mountain cimbing or suffering. from
hobi

the rocks. The altemnative retun from the southern trail
diverts the diffcultpart of the gorge.

Impressive clffs and_vertical
limestone. rocks of Tripolitsa
group coloured with
extraordinary yellow and red
colours from rock dissolution,
characterizeall the highest parts
ofthe track. Curved into the rock

find numerous
rockshelters and caves across the
‘wholetrack unti the chapel of St
Antonios. These landscapes are suitabl for the nesting of a
great number of birds, mainly raptors. The visitor will come
across the griffon vulture colony that fly around the vertical
rocks, falcons, wild pigeons and crows. And i lucky he might
be able to see the bearded vulture. The wooded vegetation
dominates the part hgher from the gorge and certanly the
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Maximum altitudinal difference: 220 metersfor the easy track,

visitor il be rewarded from the view that

track that crosses the small plateau with the oak, pine and
acertrees and the caves.

Along the track the vistor passes old and abandoned olive
tree groves, nicely arranged in terraces, a me

Neededti the asytrack. 35
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Avi r:Onlyatthebeginning of the track

Flora:Woodindscrobnd

Access: From thevillage Platania, Municipalty of Kourites.
q

(such 35 Pnioms anata and B
saxatil), as well as typical trees at its
higher parts (Quercus cocciera, Acer
ervirens and_Pinus brutia

Many species of Orchids can be

thetrack.
Difficulties - Dangers: A moderate track at it lrgest part demanding a good physical
condiion for the tracker, but very diffcult and dangerous along the part that crosses the

secretsof

The area of the Platania gorge
has been incorporated in the
Natura 2000 network, it is a
protected area for the bird
fauna, as well as a wild life
refuge.
The trail was developed by the
Forest Service

Municipality of Kourites, Fourfouras: +302833340100
Police Stationin Amari: +302833022222
Psiloritis Natural Park, Anogia: +302834031402
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ZInpeia evdiapépovrog
: XGpog ord@ucuong, apxi Kai Téhog
Suabpopic

: Enoxakd €6 y\wpibag: aykapadics
(Priomis lanata), Kapmavoihes. (Campanuia
saxatls) v opybézs (Orchissp)

: o Béag Tpog my koBa Apapiou ka Ty
opoaeipd Tou Kébpou. Afyo mo véna and m aréon Béag Bpioxerai To
ikpd omihato Xworéommhiog (CS).

pGyor, apraxid ot amoukid
: Ouhis apnaxnicov Kt v moukiGv o peydeg opondarés,
Kérava xat Kirpiva ypdpara ofadiuw om eyén opfondayd. Fra
anévavn npavi Tou Gapayno Biaxpivovrat ot Bpayoaxenés kai To
ikpd amikaio Bopenvs (CE). Evbnpc 6 ykwpibag: nerpopdpoula
(Petromaruta pinnata), Aixiayog (Origanum dictamnus), Ynépixo Tou
A typericumsovs)
7: Néxpvn xopdpacavalisa
Kopdpa anéov koppd aypiehidg, g fkohouryrarog povranod
: Apxi bioxohouTpjaros povoranos (u6vo ya éumespoug opeiparec),
‘mhotora Bhéomon Ko gaviaoric 6éa, 6o pikpd omihaia o Podoog
omihiog (C4) kaun makidrpina (C3)
10:Téhog BioxohouTpfuros,pkpd oporiébio
11:Zmihato Koké (C1) S
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Inpela evbappovios
Pontsofnterest

Points of interest.
arking place,beginning and end oftrail
i a lanata,

orenissp.
: View spot to the valey of Amari
and the mountain Kedros. South 1 -
the view spot there i the cave
Chostosplos (C5)
4: Begining of the gorge, beautiful

v

 Steep s on imestone, predator
andotherkindsof birds

& Vultures nests on the steep

flora: Petromaruia pinnata, Origanum dictamnus, Hypericum
Jovis

tonearch

vch from wild olive tree trunk; end of the easy partof the

tral

9: Beginning of the hard part of the tril(only for experienced
hikers) rich vegetation and fantasic view; two small caves:
Rousos Spilos (C4) and Pali Trypa (C3)

10:End of the hard part of the tral; small plateau, Kermes Oak,

cerandPine rees
11:Kolivecave (C1)
12:Chapel of Saint Antonios buitinthe curved rock.




